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II 

Jvs: Jn :1.dditi1>1: l.l> It, cvcr, y1:;·i", 1ln· ri:'.\' \\']11;:1 

the Sun enters the si~;n of C.1 pni.;or;·: •. is. ( M 1r/;,. :9· ) 
<in the new moon r1f the month of M:; 1; h ( n 

J anur.r y ) , _is ce le bri~cd by purif ym~·. lxt ths ru ,,[ 

religious ceremonies ~'I) over 1ndia; it· i~. c:,illc:d 
Moka» Smil&ranti, three mo:1t:·~,, later th.in tLi11 
i.c, in /\j)ril, comes the Mosh Salwa1tli, C)I' the dny 
when tl)e''Sui1 eiitet:s the sigi1 '-X Ar:c::i (Mesh), wh.cl: 
is celebrated simllarly, esper ia.lly • .. t :]~e c:-,:-::·~~~,~·::,:e 
c-r· the C:1nges ind the Janrnna 11', 1\ll;ih~1h:td. 
Th ',SC! two Sm•l.:.rant-is become duu\Jly .i<::.p1c1•1,_1:: 

every twelftL-'i':ear· '\\·ffei1']1:.pi,ter happens to be in 
Aqu;r\us'"(k;t?l!bh) on the J\1!8.k<1·: .. 1nrl ?vksh San­ 
F·--'1 

l·:,.,,1·r t wrll t l: y1·.11, wlw11 1111' 1il;1111·i .l11i1il1 1· 
( V 1'1:/10 sprr.i/.) ''';}i\.tci'~ ·'T)i'(l"'il'l(~1\ oJ' 1\qun rius ( l\11 m hh ), 
t\1c ·~vc!l~t i:; c1J1u··.id(~1·(·.d. 11111:;[ :·:i1:;·r:d ·1::il ) fi11d11s 

l1vllcvc l11;il lhl:y \'.:11\ w.u-l: u vv.i v 11wi1· :.;in:: J,1 
h:1tliing i:: c:onic: ~:tr:i-ud river. c>::1c<.:1:.tl)y t.ll(' i_;,:11.i.;(··:, 

nr the Cod;iv~n·i ( c:1ilccl llu: l>;1!i~i1ini C:u:<.'·') ill 
._ " . • ~ ...... ,,.,.,.,..._ ,-- "., ., ,I. · • ', ', l , 

:·,(1l1-~l1(i-!~(-r11<li:~. •f'i11 1ic:c;1~;11111 1~i < 1~l1·c1 l l « l\~'!(ni/Jh. 

reco:..;· M11.ndalcshr.c1ars livin : 11t the time 'who 1s 

nisud :1:; ll1c 111u~l, koirnccl rn.u: ;l111u11g th ,111. 

( . 9'/ 
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• .f-- ,: 

(3) The SlaRh Kurnbh bath at Trimbak on 
the G~icliivad, when the Sun enters Len ( Si1bgh ). 

~-- ·-·-····Q'{tui:K) 
(4) The 1( um bh at 0 j,r,ti.~\,., i11 the C wa l ior 

!-;\;Ile. r?.-~~. ~rfr ;r r1~1..:.u'J,. /;:i:~·--+t;r ~p(·• ·• ., Jr;·~ 

(.•(2, ,.., '.~·11";;-i m-~?r· 
'.11w qn<>·l ion nf prcccik:ncc. in bat hinµ: on 

these: occasions formerly led · to bloody' fight$. 
But the British Covernrncnt , af tcr inquiring into 

(2) The Mrsh Kurnbh bath at Harclwar, when 
Jupiter enter Aquarius, the Sun being in Aries 
(Mesh). 

(1) The Mahar Kumbh bath al .Allahabad, 
when l he Sim enters Capricorn us (M aJ~a-r), Jupi­ 
ter being then in Aquarius ( Kumb.» ). 

Thi· Kurnbh Malas are held· at four different 
places ti.I: a stilted time for each, natnely-s- 

kN111Ii Hew moons, anrl then tl.1(:y. .irc called the 
M:1J;:t1' /\11111bh an<l Mesh T<:11111iJh r<'.Sjl<:ctivt:1y • 

.Extra.otdinarily large crowds of Hindus assembled 
;it Hardwar ru.d Allahabad on these Kurnbh. bath 
cbys1;......-( c: .. g., '.~O l~khs aL Hardwar in 1796 accor­ 
ding to Capt. Hardwicke ). ''""''"'·•'·'";'""''··· ···· 
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...__.., ~ ... --- _ _..._____ ...._.......~---ldrla!lla'QJRbt $ .... 
L ,,' • !l ; ,. • "· .:l .. ~;..,._._;\ ·;ft,_ 'it.° )q ~' ~~ ? 

:)nthisoccasion, on the sand bank at the 
conflucr.ce of the Gai1g(;s and the [umna,: the, 
Nirvan: .i\kh:-ira Iorrn the c:1rnp and plant two 
flag'.: )~~ cubits high, under wl1ich the holy .Chandi 
is constantly read. \Vhik the flags are standing 
every comer is snpplic!d witi1 h~c food. After the 

1\L Allahabad, fin;t l)~~:Nirva9t.ucc~.i.:r,p2n 'cd 
by the Atal 1'. khara, and th1·:1t'~~;;;~\h~-othc~ foll: 
akliaras. The first ceremonial bath is taken on 
th~ Mnkar Sm•Ma11t1'., tlw :-cc1md on lV[ngh amu­ 
V<t!':ya (new r .oon), the· third on Vasant Pan­ 
chami, 

Among the Aklt.cwas the following order ·~~ 
'observed and enforced.e--At Hardwar first the 
Ni~'1.1~jitD-Lt\~\~,a.~·.a.. ...... accorn parried by the junu, 
Abal.nn and Ananda Akharns: Secon.d ~he Nir­ 
vani, accompanied by the Atal, 

t lu: ol«] ti111c-hononrcc1 pr;i1;li<:l!1 havn laid down the 
following rules, which arc strictly enforced by the 
Magistm.te---·--First the N;1g:1 Gosabrn( i. n., alclra­ 
ras) will bathe, then the Vnislmav Bairagi Sad/ins, 
next the Udasi Nanak Panth: Sikhs, and lastly th<; 
Nin~1ala ~)adhH Sikhs. 

99 
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·1 
\ 

I 

m ul ti tu de prc:-:.c\ · l is one of those \ u.riods, ;:ind the 

"But C'VCL'Y 12th year, when Jupiter is in Aqu;i-"" 
r~us, at the'lime·of the Sun's entering Aries, the 
conc.ourse of people is great1y augmented. The 

The first English account of the Kumbh that 
we have \~;is written i]:'~~.~k~~~;,~n Hardwar was 
in the possession of tho ~~a,r.a,tp!J:_S. On. Sth. April 
17 96' a n Erig lish officer named Captain ,, 'rhornas 
I-la1·d\ViCJ'~6, acfompanicd by Dr., Hunter rmid n 
visit to } Iardwar i.forin;:: the rnela held on that 
dat~ w l .ch was the M csl» Sa1il~rant:Z.. 

Each rne.la costs the Nirvani Akhara at least 
ER. 30,000. At the end of it, th 0-·;e monks move 
0ff to Vn ra.i: si. 

0:1 each ,-.[ the above holy cuys (t,a1·v) th is 
Akhara .gives away in charity one horse, 5~ maunds 
of belled rice and peas (ld~ich-r-i) and Rs. 525 in 
c;csh or as th« price of other things. 

three baf s r. entioned above, a hem (fire s;:,c'.·ibc.e) 
is hold, ac -ompanied hy Cha1idi ret:tdinp; ~md rhc 
f ced'111g of S\l"lhus, lenmcd scholars (rnanda lcsh­ 
wu rs) and ordinary Brahmans; which costs 

Rs. 525. 

11 )() 
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---- !._) 

~·, -l k·c' I, I 'i ! 
t hern ...... 1· 1 1~:11'! i:~ r1·111dkil (1\ 111.· f\1.t1 dli:1:·,!11 

These \1_;,Ll ants nwd 111 ~:ll\1:11. il .: 111· ', , 1,1 .. 1: 1 

... decide upo 1 ;1U cornpl;t[nt~-~ 1)1c1u~.;i.:f·, L ·!1.1t·c !:,' .. :. 
either ;1.L.',·~ inst in<[1:,.,·(·lt.1·.1'·· .• 11· .,1,· , 1 , • , I ·, l , l t i.l lt ' •. 1:t : , \; i. 

to disturb 1 ne · tranquilluy, and the \V' 1 l 
.1 , 1 ma·:r.l,~:, · 

merit of th.s immens.. multitud('. 

. . ~ ~·, 

1tu;1nc1~1)I ill'L1i11tl11· 11,1:~.1 .. 

authority, ·u1d .i ll clutit'~; le'. i\·,,J .11,ti 

I 
I, l ', llw 11111 I. ,d l l u : ( ;,, .. 1111 .. , ,1, •. 1 ,, ... ,!·.ii;,) 

; 1 J l ['v.:·, I l .· 1 I ,· ' ' ; :. '. 1 1 · · ·\ I 1 !1 'J · · J 1 \ I . ' 'I/. I; ,';' ' I ·; :.1.. ' I : ' 1. I I ' . 

"T he ·::;.osains ... arc the; first here in pqiii;t c~f 
numlx J'S ~1 id rc)W(~r ...••• in the nar1y part o: t},c· 
fair, this sect of faqirs erected the standard, or 
superi1riL~·, anc11)r<-cb.irnc(l thcn1scJv(~s regulc tor. 

of 1;hc polce They Published an edict) .PfO':libi· 
ting a 11 other tribes from cnt -ring the plb.0'€: witl. 
their swor ~ls or arms or .m y ot liur description ..... 
'The V:ilr;'~~is, who \w~n' tJ1, .... tw:-~1 powct·ru1 ··;(·u. 

!~ •• lVC llll t l <! pi1i!l(, .uu l lll:\l r,dl\1\\'1·~1 th1·i1'1·:\:U'1\1i1 
Tliu:-; ll1 .. ' ;r):~:1iw1 l'·'l'.1dt·d 111il1 :.Ji,·:: ·.1.1xo1\l:: 11,\1 

. 'I t i I ~ l ii!·'' \ \ l 1 i I I • I ' \\ I' \ ' . I : I ' ' : ' 1 1, ' ' ; '. 

collt,c· ed .iere en this occasion may, I think, wi: h 
mcdeiatkn, be computed at....t..wo million of souls . . ' 

( 101 ) 
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(6) Nirmala Sikhs, with the Vrinda-va.ni. 

(5) Bar;i. Akhara Panchayati with the Ban­ 
~ l huo 1\kha ,·;.L ( Si l:hs ). 

.(~~) Cblotn Aklia ·a Panchnynti UdaE.i N~:.;1;,\k· 
Panthis, 

(3) ·Va;: agis, Including three s-cts, ·:jLc:_.. k" '·' 1 ( ·' · 
'\~~·'."'!'..,.11o·;·,1t••Mif''(•-{f""'"'","/ ,,"·••'l~'',':;,; ?.:.'' ·1' r '- /'.! :·': iµ ·'· • 

(2) Niranjani, with whom wer associated the 

[una, 

loftiy fhg-staff. These cncampr -nts 1vc~('; orderly 
;u1d \\'\'ii !.1id lllll, and or ;1 co1::!or'~:\iil. :',;",cl·:p- 

li11' :\l'l'l\l',1 ,\nrl:ttion or its rr.cm : .rs, in ~·\:; centre 

;;:;cdics w:1s :1•.~i(l'n(~cl :L 
~;.,~li';'•· ' "" 

wl1ich it erected a tern porary vill ·: .e or to w:-i for 

wr{l L':td1 corp.rntion ( Ahhc1':J.) o! i't.:1;~·10UH .. 
. ::~S:r<-~:~~1~!<':-'::'l' I•_.,-" 

space tr [.;r0t;j;('., within 

The I< um n mcla of 1882 'is ; :· ~1S c\e:;cri'r)c<l by 

JV!r. T. Ur.~~180111 I. C. S.1 in his rti· .rt : .. ,, 

v 
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188 
\ . >-? -<, ~-- 

Jl ] ; '!_ t.!1c. J:tl ruler. l' .val. Singh \'in:; no 
dm1 ·t· i\ •cak man. hut b(J ":a~.i buttressed by the 
\\·;11': .or »ik Bn lannncl n n,. his Co~;air. contin- 
1.;·~nt.· ·'tt \v~\~-'J3alnmmd wh: ': concert witb Dan 

-S.hf.\·h~·"'Jti.t·';'h'~td ·t)ut' 'Nav::tl 'ci.nGh at tho head of 
affairs ir 1775 in reference to Ranjit Singh. It 
w:is 1n;1i · • under liiK influcncu and inspiration 
Lh;tl the j:1l~' tried conclusicr.s with the Marathas 
hired by Ranjit at Sonkh··A:'.ng on 4th. April. 
l\'otwit.bstan<ling the reverse sustained hem, Bala­ 
n~111d maintained bis .positior of ascend uicy and 
the spirits of the Juts remained high. Hence the. 
Gm~ain troop. forrnc-l the corr- of opposition 
ch1ri11f.; Nuja r'n repeated tm;:-~Jc~:: ·vith the Jat: power 
When Nawal Singh cowerer' under the terror cf 
Najafs arms, these Gosaiu: ~ iar recl the :vinghal't-: 
path at Barsana, In the a ~:ion tbat was fought 
there on 30th. October, 12,COQ of thorn tIbarat, 
i. 236 ) armed with mualcets .ook their position. 
on the Jat left ur der the' com-iand of Balanand, 
while opposite their ranks stood the Hubclas under 
Rahimbad. The Na.gas bego.n the action by a· 
fusi1ade fro n their firearms, but It was not effect 
ti ve. The mass of charging F·i.hela infantry rose. 
and fell before them like tle waves .ir. 'a tempes­ 
tuous sea and by dodging· tb0 bullets, bore down 
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Uu1in4 Najaf's second (:,fCcn.si'.·r~: 1'/'75-7fJ, 
B-1l··1w1·~11r·";:':-11"~1····-11""a'~·;c: "d· ··o'·:~c:· h is ~"'1r1· ;~· r1··1<::.: ··A '·i r. :r c t 1 I.. 1 . , t 1 ~i L . c v ,, , \ .. J -,_" '° ... u l ..... u.._ .. 1 r.l. L ~b 

N<1j<1T\. ::;~1·-,\··P· i.1pon· l:h<:i Jal lb.j;i., l Oth J1~::c, 
i Tf~., ·;;1 'i1w course of the Rajah's pilgrim:J.ge from 

T)ig. -·· to' Govardh~n, ( Fali,' U.l.!). .. ff;:-..l,~ .. I·Ii!~ 
greatest R~n ice to tho jat State wa.s to liberate Dir: 
from the grip of Rahimabad Ruhela. The latter 
had seized the occasion of general mourning on 

·the ~<;;i.t~ of N~~.~L§&~e.~t~ .. make himself master 
of tne f ortr~~~·c1ty. But it was wrested from 
h1111 ;6~, · ·;t"Gofd' coup organised by the monk. 
Allied with a body of 2000 Maratha horse under 
J;1sw:1nt 1\11.0 Bable the Gosain marched under 
l'111"1•r rd d.1.rknc;;s in t1H; night from Kumbhcr 
aud fell upon he l\uhela. cump under the fort­ 
w;i\ \!; ;11 I 11 '.:~J.: .;: day. A ttractcd by the uproar 1 

189 
\(~\ 

I 
upoa them in a tumultuous rush. The wa.l. of the 
Naga Iine held for a time the surging billow </ the 
l·~tilll'1:1 :ti !:1t·li1 hut broke ri.ftc~· a thcrJs:-1r:.cl of the 
Nng::\s 11ad bid down thei:: lives. The: po:;ition 
could yet have been retrieved for. the fa:: r:;<: L • .J .... , 

unrlcr S;mm1 .had scattered the M~~ghal left ; but at 
lnst l111) jats went down fci; Jack/of grit :u:d 
commandint.; ability in their gt~nenllis:.:!rno, Nawal 

www.vadaprativada.in

www.vadaprativada.in



··~,~!J!;{~~;_:~~:j;,~~:¥.'-~:~~,~.i!; ;j~;:.!,..;.. -~_;,_, .. :~; ,-,~.::~. ;;,-f .- -~--~;.': ~ .. ' 

1t has .!,;;:,C::}{'*'~~~~1,e., ,~~1~~ Mahnqji ha.cl .<~lt:.~)ady 
marched into uic . [aipur territory. Renewed par- 

. 'c~51A r6'1='~fEt~({J~.H~;~~rt of the tribute brought again 
into pt·n.rniqencr·- the. 'gosain Balanaada: Mahant, 
who :1(k· 1~::, )!'·.~ii~ from the ]at land, had been 
I ·;1cli1}H· __ ,t:-;~:~lud1·d existouce us tho Guru of Suwai 
~.11n.4ho Singh or Jaipur and after his demise, that 
dPl'atap Sing Ii. In tl~e face of Sindhia's threat 
t•) overthrow il«: Kachhwa monarchy, the monk 
c;(Cliang'ed·l~is, 1,, ~l!l for the diplomatist's wallet 
and set out 1, : h the Dewnl Khush-hali Ram 

This Gn.c;.;,in insurrection i:; no doubt, a minor 
1·1)i•·nck l l '!I ! · · 

.'' ·1 )1.\ 1 . i: I l 1111 portan l consequences I en· tho 
j.iipur state. The Maratha's distraction was the 
I(;-tchhwa's opportunity; 'H put the brake to Sin­ 

dhia's ambition and ena) .led the Jaipur Haja to 
nht1i1: better tcT111~ ( P. H. C I I nos. 56 & 59 ). 

p.rcviously built by 'hirnsell, belonging to Raj;!. 
Odikaran1 ( lbrat, A, S. B. IT 476, C. ) P. C. no. 
574 P, R. C. I. no. 39, while his brother .Anupgiri 
:.:<tined thu pru(1·r:lion or /\lm;H_; A.Ji Khan the Oudh 
Nc:nvab's governor of Etawah. 

( 235 ) 

I CJ .: 
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Many other o lers of Hlndu religious wo.;T~,,:·; 

Look p:1 rt h1 th ewars ofRajptitaria and Malwa : 
alb'iig'' ·\\•ffh:'fffft) in~:m1s~ thlt · the exact' propor- : 
tiOn ·eir·N~ga ··~ 1 non-Naga fighters in those old · 
hal f-i'o'i"f~·Otfefr · baules and · the names n: tLfr· 
t::l)')F'.tr'11i~' ·1~~'~1~;~~ .· be. clearly distinguished now for· 
want (•r . detailed reco~cls. The only :~~fonna tion 
th~tt v.r: get f~om the Persian Marathi ~1.nd rTi:-;'.'.! 
rn:tnn::cripts in. that GQ~ain and 'V~1.;rngl:·, ( "''1d 
~;( iti'l'-~ ~~: Llfod l\am:mandi~ and Vi~:;\11n1·sw;1: r: ·-: ), 

under the general name of Maha-purusrias or 
Cos~t!11:-; fought in defense of our H.ajal1s, and 
only !lw general result of their actions is g1 vcn .n 

prll\•i;. T~:ough icy did nol rise ~ o tl: ,.;, :il: or 
li.1r:111·; lil«: 1li1 ,.1'1:11 Bah:1dm their lnva: ;inrl 

l , 

l'.tT1':~;i11 in d1°ll ·:~1: (Jr tit(~ rie'l.t c.iusc 11];1v lw ~ ' 
k;t;1 '1y i "l'g°Otti::r in their c\~r.~ch ;.Lrc ;;r,1: inckdul 
in t:hi~; 1~('ll.C'1·a] · istory of th(: T:::n Orders. Our 
n:tly di:;:1il\';1l1\;l/.'." is th:11. tl:cs(' ;tc:.s 1:[ heroism 
:in<1 l<)y:1lty wcr: done in rnany ,;c;it', .. .red '.·~'.:·tt.i:::·; 

:111(1 '\\" 1!.iff.er(•,1'.t •i1·11C'"' ··11,·l detailed ,1"'''"'"'p<·i·o1·e I .,,, ( •.•. i.\. 1 l .. r ll... · .... \., ><.n I L l., 

ol I ln: · lig·hL!~ :tn~ not :t vailablc, lic.ci"lri';r~ t:H.: 

records or the f :!(hl States of India b:wc :·1')L 

beer: searched a: 1 indexed for the use of hist1::c:c~.1 
c1'':~~al'ch 'cholars 
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In November P1!l '· 13.ijay,. ,.,Singh, hnving 
luxome an old ·A~{s\1~Thi1t".c~·a~f-~ .. ,'..'m1111 i:'. weak 
lic<ll th, war led .to...pl?as.c. his. concabiae of the 
(hw;:l] caste LlY sentmr,.,···h1~ tw:b.'· ·ott·''h(~r hp and 
f11r1~i11g· the 110l1l~~~.,}<i .. s;tl~~(;)}i.r. .AttJ:~:~ ... a rebell­ 

'1, 111 l.rukc. oul. ill l\hrwaL· · J\i l the r~c>ble:s. with 
ti ,,·,r contin:« nts, nurnbcring at. it ·,;i.id L;· 80.000 
i\;1ll11ll'l: 'TT llil' cour: :1111la!;'..c:mbc<l at [amwar, 

I 'I·--~ .. • ' • ' '·':''! f I.' 

wi: hin1~ \o st l up anotl\t!i"pr111cc, Bhim Singl1,··;1s 
i:. • ..... ' ,. . 

their Maharajah. Bu,tJl,·ija~' .. SmtJL was supported 

1 :itt'llC<' (JI 111~: :1 lly l hu l\:1d1ltw;1 E~1.j~t. l.: the 
lr.ttle cf 'Lnga Umt followed, these Gosa\:~. fo~1ght 
1~10st hrav: ~~·1 fired 3:) rockets ( brms) anrl pre­ 
vented LLl: ::dwu1cu of the Maratha cavalry. At 
the end of the day Sindhia had to retreat in dis­ 
a ppointment, Naga monks also fm1ght 0n the; 
:,i11t~ of' tlw J;1ip11r l~,1}1 ;\gain:it Jk Boignc ·~u:d 
.Ji,·a D11.da (the generals of Sindhia ) at the tnttle 
of Patna; i:1 the left wing of the jaipur .. army 
( 20 [hne 1 ?90 ) . They checked Holkar's . cavalry 
during the cr:1~:;\~;cmn1\. Romannudi and Vi~·.hm\·· 
Swam: mcnl, also fought for the jodhpur Raja at 
thr~ battles of Merta on 10th, Septom ber, 1790. 

'1 ( ;.,:l) j:ldun:1\h Sarbr's Fall 1f tlic Afo.r.;lui1 
h'111pire, Vol. IV. Ch. 51-; for details ). 

\ ..... , .... ,,_. 6',,.,:..·· 

I :\ 
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