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As the aunthor, 1 muost thank Mahant Daraagr
of the Nirvan Akbara, Allahabad, for the iovale
able help which he has given me by the mass of
catetnal clocoments ond anthentic recards :féi
by himn in my hands.  Bat for these materials a

Vil b o o« W

.Edmnfﬁ.h.(.“r .;f:trL.-..,..r.rﬁ,rﬁ
impossible.  For thirty vears Makant Datagis has
corresponded and trave®ed all cver Indiz, viztng
maths, princely States and rowmble dividuals
and exploring their records and mling racseripts
of useful documents for this history. Cif there is
apy ment in this volurce the rezder’s gratinde is

due to this history-loving monk, Dattagirg. i
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The Dashmami Sampradaya W et
ma:7 powerful monastic erder, which has played a
grz21 part in the history of India.

LN

Tte cult of the nagas, naked ascetics, has =2
prezzro-historic ancestry. - It must have been foun-
ded when Uttar Predesh and Bihar were co more
Eml.n maﬁu@m The famous Mohen-jo-daro seal
is Pashupeti sitting naked and being worshtp-
by animals. The Vedas refer to the long-
hair=¢ ascetics. ILord Shiva sitting on Mpuat
Kai-ah, almost naked and besmeared with ashes,

is their mmmamﬁmg guardiar deity,

?ﬁ
"J

\onastic orders of such ascetics existed in India

lorz before the dawn of history. The Greeks,
wher they came «ﬁmu “Alexandc.;, met the naked
ophists. Breddha and

phiicsophers, the Gy

o etz were in mm.nﬂ wﬂaﬂr of twe C&m_m of
£ monis who laeer mm__.nm..m their dectrines. The

® " «rnsacnﬁ, Emm?m

‘Em Jain persuasion, are

Aost of m:w Zmﬂwm :go withont—ceremor:al




occastonrs.  Some of them, however, zchers

their vows of keeping zo possessions.

o

Most of the Nagas belong to the Nashnaru
Sampradaya orgamised by Shankaracharva the

A
.

oldest, the biggest aad the most effective of our
morastic Orders.

On imtiation, the Dashnami, as the very pame
indicates, is given a name combined with one of the
ten words : Giri Pori, Bharati, Van, Aranya, Par-
vat, Sagar, Tirth, Ashram or Saraswati. The
initiate has to make strict vows not to indulge in
more then one meai a day; not to beg for icod
from more then <even houses; not o sleep any
where but vpon the ground; net to salute, ot 10
praise, nor =aeak 1! or anyone; not to how
anyone but 2 fanyass of a higher erder: not ¢
cover himself with a cloth, unless it were a bhugice

brownish-red coloas.,

Like other O&Qmu it has: s leame? saimasss,

nm\rz..i.% i uownn Ewr«mvam its.

z1ter the temples, Hbﬂm: s

mmm its cwn._ﬁmn mwm&mm #itli Hw
) iy

%\@

avocahions m various parts of the country, but are

pledged to the glory of the)Order,

The Dashnamss are divided into two sections :
the shastradharis, who specialise in sacred lore,
and the asiradharts, ﬂvc specialise in arms. The
sanyass, are ranged in four ranks. Kulichak,
BahudaF, Hansa and Paramahansa-—the last
being the highest. The hghting wing is organised
nto akharas, and, in the past, played a histornc
role,

Rajya Bhzan, ~
Lucknow, ! K. M. Mu=sh:
Uttas Praddsh * f M Muogshi
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ﬁ'i"HH(](.’-ZGS."TTU(M'R lvin v nf the time "wha is recoo-
S Trecoy

miswcd s e snost leuned i wanong th o,

e i e .
\/hg{/(?é’{ O/f waaz’&??ﬁ? d// J,/(z‘:ax‘“?zé?//g

Favery twellih yreary whon e plsei Jupiter
(Verhaspall) “wviars TR0 ar A : -
Vedhashaty) atters (hGEpn of Aquariag (Weonhi),
the event s considorad. most mared g Hindus
hefieve  toal they  aioe wasl way thoir wing fry
haching i some saered river, crncuinlly the Ohoges,
or the Godivart { ealled e Daksiin g )

,
SETTL AN e

SOutRE TR T ecision we e e faenifii
,#’“g. I addition Lo it every yorr, tho iy whien
the Sun oaters the sign of Capricorus ( Maioe )
on the new maon of the month of Miph {n
Janurry J, Is celebrated by purifying buths
religlous  ceremonies all ovor India;, it ie ealled
Makar Sankranti, three months later than this
ie. in Apreil, comes the Mash Salranis, or the duy
when the surl edters the sign of Ariss (§esh), which
is celebrated simllarly, especially & the confuonce
ef the Ganges nd the  Jamuna ar Allahabad,
Thse two Sankrantis become deubly venpicious
every twelfil Vear “Wheh Jupiter happens to be in
A.quririﬂs? K mubh) on the Makar and Mesh San-
Ry
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Lranti new moons, and then thc:yi_ wre called  the
Makiw Kumdh and Mesh Wbl _:;(;.ng‘}(:t;tivttl}f.
Extraordinarily large crowds of Hindus assembled
at Rardwar nud Allahabad on these Kwmblh bath
(121)‘St":""( ', gy 2B Jalhs at I-Infc’hva: 31}7?63%0:‘-
ding to Capt. Hardwiclke ). L

The Kumbh Melas are heldr at four different
places ot a stated time for cach, namely—

(1) The Makar Kumbh bath at Allahabad,
when the Sun enters Capricornus {(Maka#), Jupi-
ter being then in Aquarius ( Kumb: ),

(2) The Mrsh Kumbh bath at MHardwar, when
Jupiter enter Aquarius, the Sun being in Aries
(M ash).

(3) The Stngh Kumbh bath at Trimbak on
the Godilvari, when the Sun enters Teo ( Sengh ).

(1) The Humbh at Uj]m :
State. 18 gy ¥ Uujeln Fnlng
N e

The euestion of precedence in hathing. on
these occasions formerly led < to bloody! fights.
Fut the Fritish Government, afteringuinng into

i the Owalior

'"(7}' erd won s I
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the old timeshenonred prictice, have laid down the
following rules, which are strictly enforced by the
Magistrate—TFirst the Nagn Gosains( i, o,  akha-
ras) will bathe, then the Vaishnav Bairagi Sadiius,
next the Udasi Nanak Panthi Sikhs, and lastly the
Nirmald Sadhwn Sikhs.

Among the Abharas the following order iz

observed and enforced,~~At Hardwar sirst the

Niranjani Akhara  accompanied by the Juna,
Abalan and Ananda Akharns; Second  the Nie
vani, accompanied by the Atal,

'

At Allababad, first e Nipvani accompan od
by the Atal Akbare, and then cox;":'{ént}{evf’nfhcr telils
abharas, The first ceremonial bath is taken on
the Maknr Sarhrants, the scoond oo Magh  ama-
vasyd  (new ricon), the third on Vasant Pan-
chiami,

“In this occasion, on  the sand  bank at the
confluerce of the Ganges and the Jumna, the,
Nirvani Akhara form the eamp and  plant  two
flage 52 cubits high, under which the holy Chand;
is constantly  read. While the flags are standing.
every comer is supplied with Tree food.  Alter the

. L0015
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three bat s © entioned abnve, a iom (fire sacrifice)
i« held, ac-ompanied hy Chandi reading ond the

feading of Si-lhus, leamed  scholars  (mandidesh-

wars) and ordinary ldrEhmans; which  costs

Rs, 525.

On each «f the above holy ways (parv) this
Althara gives away in.charity one horse, 53 maunds
of heiled rice and peas (khichri) and Rs. 325
cash or as the price of other things. '

Fach mela costs the Nirvani Akhara at least
s, 30,000, At the end of it, the=se monks move
off to Varanssh. :

The first English account of the JKumbh that
we have was written 1&”&:2?%% ;gyx%wn lardwar was

in the possession of thu Matathé,'}. On 8th. April

1796, an English officer named Captain  Thomds

Hardivicle, aceompanicd by Dr., Hunter paida
visit to 1ardwar during the mela held on that
dute w) .ch was the M sl Sankranii.

“T3ut every 12¢h year, when Jupiter is in Aqua-
rius, at the titgeof the  Sun's entering Aries, the
concourse  of people is greatly augrmerted. The
prosert is one of those periods, and the  multitude

0014l

[ T A T T
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coliec ed aere on this occasion may, I think, wiih
moderaticn, be computed AL_LWO million of souls,
“Ihe Sosains...are the frst here in poitt- of
numbe s 0 ad power. L.a.in the  early  part of the
fair, thic sect of fagqirs eructed the standard . of
superiority, and proclaimed themselves  reguloton
of the police...... They Published an edict, pro?nba
ting all other tribes from entiring the place”
their swords or arms of any other description ... .
The Vairegis, who wore the nest powoerful  sewr
pave up e point, and nest Tollowed theit examiph

Phos the rosains pooaded swed b theos aavoeds

’-llili]ll!u, w e R R Y SR Y B

Loos tloovsly the o,

[ ‘
NITE T e (R A o
['l(![l]l(‘ bt Thee Coonninn s, chboogedn L
vppelliions ol M alwents, Jmd o b

nuanee of e Foe, the kLl re Y ke
authority, sad b YT il colloetod
them.... . P it s renmbted Lo e Bty S
These Malants moecl i cownd il o »M,s;, Py

decide upo1 all complaints

. ‘ Droughit s bofoee
either agvinst  individ

U o of Dtiiure tor sy
to disturb i ne trancuaillity, and the

| well - miae
ment of this immenco mualtitude.

600159
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The Knmlh mela of 188?':5; inas described by

ML Bonsen, 1, CL 5, 2 s 10 [t e

o~ ;
loweh corperation

( Akhera ) of 1-(73
";é;%&“*“ wis aesigned nospace of groend,
which it erected o temporary villi e or town
they ol Ln[“-,u)(}.l ton of ity memiors, in Lae centre
ol which woved the stondards o the guild onob
loftly flugestafl.  These encampr-onts were orderly
aned woll Luid oot, and of 1 comfortaids denaripr

tion... The vasious camps formed vere,

(1) Nirvani N :ptL (ur Lins,

1
W ¢

(2) Nir:mjuni, with whom wer- associated the

Tuna,

(3) \fm agis, Including three s-ats. g THORY N PR

L T
T 4 pupkstse El

() Chiata Akhaa Panchaynt dasi Nanale

Panthis,

(5) Bara Akhara Panchayati with the Ban-
slhue Akhasa ((Sikhs ).

(6) Nirmala Sikhs, with the Vrinda-vani.

T S = b
N R 2T N T

B T R T A N A

P

wapd ol
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nodv o, the Iatruder Moval Singh was no
dovit a0 seak man. but be van buttressed by the
winsior -tk Balanand and his Gosaic contin-
ot e wi 3nlanand whe o eoncert with Dan
hahefateoldd T pat Naval “ingh at tho head of
affairs ir 1775 in reference to Ranjit Singh. It
wis main e oander his influenee and bspiration
thitt the  jats tried conclusicors with the Marnthas
hired by Ranjit at Sonkh-Aving on 4th.  April.
Notwithstanding the reverse sustained here, Bala-
nnd maintained bhis pesition of ascend ey and
the sapirits of the Jnts remained high. Hence the
Gosain  troop:  formed  the core of oppesition
during Najaf's repeated tussles wvith the Jat power
When Nawal Singh cowered under the terror of
Najaf's arms, these Goszaing harred the Mughal's.
path at Barsana. In the a:tion that was fought
there on 30th., Qctobar, 12,000 of them ({larat,
i. 236 ) armed with muskets ook their position
on the Jat left urder the command of Balanand,
while opposite their ranks stosd the Ruhelas under
Rahimbad. The Napgas begnn the action by =z
fusilade fron their firearms, but It was not effect
tive. The mass of charging FPrhela infaniry rosc

and fell before them like the wavesdna tempes-

tuous sea and by dodging the bullets, bore dovwn.

_C UU 10
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upon them in a turaultoous rush.  The wal of e
Naga line held for a time the surging biliew o the
Rubelt aftuek, but Iwoke after a thousand of the
Nagas had laid down thelr lives,  The position
could yet have been retrieved for. the jat 'zl

wndder Saumre had seattered the Mughal left bv At
st the Jats went down for lackfof prit and
commanding ability in their generlissinig, Nawal
Snth,

During — Najaf's  second aflonsive, 1/75-70,
""“mq’t h‘wo “done his nart i frustrating
EJ;\I};‘[”#‘ a0 upon thie Jat l\’lp With  Jame,
1775, the course of t) the Rajah’s pilgrimage from
Dig  ta Govardhan, { Fall I ,@,,,l‘h*w}. s
proatest senice to the Jat State was to liherate Dig
from the prip of Rahimabad Ruheln. The Intter
had seized the occasion of general mourning on
the death of Nawal Singh to make himsell master
of the {zn grcssﬁ-gfg;mﬁ?:ut it was wrested from
hith By @ bold coup organised by the monk.
lDied with a body of 2000 Maratha horse nnder
Jaswant Rao Bable the Gosain marched under
cover ol darkness in the night from Kambber
and fell upon ‘he Ruhels cump wunder the fort-
wills ot teesndod Aday sAttracted by the wproar,




”
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pr(‘vmus} built by himself, belonging to Raja
Udlutl'\.ﬂ, ( Ibrat, A.S. B. H 4786, C. ) P. ., 1o
574 P, R. C. 1. na, 39, while his brother Anup”lrl
pavined thy profection of Almas Al Khan the Qudh
Nawab's governor .of Etawah,

This qu"ml insurrection is no doubt, a minor
cpasode, but it had importany consequences {or tho
fuipur ‘-l"lLL The Maratha's distraction was the
Kachhwa's opportunit y; 1t put the brake to Sin-
dhia’s ambition and enalled the Juipur JmJa to

obtai better terms (1 R.C11nos 56 & 59).

{»7})(/ et k,//Z'ﬂ;/ arnl

R e .

Tt has becn.;‘%aate;d that M'lhn.dp Imd flh ady
mwhed into ho ];upur territory. Renewed par-
s for fhe 'u’uuwtmei ‘,of the tribute brought again
into W’)mzneucv the posain Palanaida Mahant;
who alter his il it from the Jat land, had been
b .uhn; w segluded existenee ne the Gury of Sawal
Madho Singh of Jaipur and after his demise, that
of Pratap Singh. In the face of Siadhia's threat
W overthtow e Kachhwa ronarchy, the menk
cielianged hm towl for the diplomatist's wallet
and set out  wth the Dewal Khush-hali Ram

0L

iy
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prove. TThough they did net rise o the sk of
Boven dilee PHirynng Bahachr, their loyalty and
heroism i defcze of the right ewuse winy be
totaily fargottor i their desds are sat neloded
nEhis peneral Cistary of the Ten Orders. Our
anly distdvantngs is that these o of herolan
and loyalty wer: done in many seatiored Stutes
and at different times, and detailed deseriptions
of 1he fl{,;h[‘ are not available, hoeause the
records of the { idal States of Indin h:wv ot
beer sewrched ar 1indexed for the use of historieal
racnreh cholars

Many other o lers of Hindu religious warnors

took prrl in th e'wars of Rajpitana and Malwa .

alohg will tie D mamis.  Bat the exact propor-

tion ‘of 'Naga "2 1 non-Naga fighters in those oid

half 1‘0”"ottqn buttles end- the names of their
AP caﬁﬁo&tw be clmrly distinguished now for
wani uf . detmled recorde “The ‘only informution
that we get “from the Persinn Marathi ﬂzm Flingh
minuseripts  in, that Gaosain and Valmg ‘
sorne etlled Ramunandis and  Vishy lu-mv:;:zj.l.,%
under the gemeral name of Maha-purashaz or
Cosains fought in defense of our [tajabs, and

only the general result of ihew actions is given in
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cefence of T ally  the isnehhwa Hapl, o the
» Iattle of Tunga thut [ollowed, thess Gosar fought
Iomost bravely, fired 35 vockets (bans) aud’ pres
] vented Ll:gs sdvinee of the Maratha cavalry, Ay
i theend of the day Sindhia had to retréat in dis

appointment, Naga monks also fought on the

side of the Jaipnr Nape against De Boigne and

jiva Dada ( the generals of Sindhia ) at the battle
| of Patna, i1 the left wing of the Jaipur army

{ 20 Jhne 1790 ). They checked Holkar's "cavalry

during the engagement. Romanandi and Vishnue
| Swami moenk also fought for the Jodhpar Raja at
| the battles of Merta. on 10th, September, 1790,
'\' (tee Jadunath Swlen's Fall of  the Mughal
\ Jmpfre Vel 1V, Ch. 54 for details ).

In Nm anber 174, Bijpy _ingh, having
hecome an old anﬂﬁﬁ’ﬁf ei¢ _,y:_..f;n.m o weak
healtl, warted tompimmc his.. uomul e of the
Oswal caste oy semtime-hig hebe o e I and
forcing the nobles to sa\u’tc her, “u this/a rebell
o broke. oulom. Manwal] (i Ahe roliles with
thf.‘-zlr r.ontin'r its, numbering at. it sad 1\(‘10 00

tathore, Jel the court and assembed at ]meeu

wirhing b il up another plmc,L. Bhim Smgh s
their Maharajah, But.Liay.Smgk. was sepported

. PR .
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